Business Idioms in Action- 2

Follow along as IT specialist Sarah gives her team a cyber security briefing.

Sarah- Good morning, team. | appreciate you all being here for this crucial discussion on cyber
security. Let's cut to the chase and dive right in.

As you know, the threat landscape is constantly evolving. We can't afford to turn a blind eye to
potential risks. It's time for us to zero in on the vulnerabilities and address them head-on.

We've been doing well, but the recent increase in cyber attacks means we can't be complacent. Some
companies might choose to jump ship when facing these challenges, but not us. It's time to
strengthen our defenses.

Our current security measures have served us well, but we recently identified a potential weakness.
So, it's back to the drawing board. We need to rethink and enhance our strategies.

| know this might seem daunting, but it's time to bite the bullet. We'll face these challenges head-on
and come out stronger on the other side. It's an opportunity for growth and improvement.

Now, | want to share some positive news. Thanks to our proactive measures, we're already out of the
woods on several potential threats. However, we can't afford complacency. Cybersecurity is an
ongoing process, and we need to stay vigilant.

Thank you for your attention and commitment to our cyber security efforts. Let's continue to work
together to ensure the safety and integrity of our systems. If anyone has suggestions or concerns, my
door is always open.

Idioms:
Cut to the chase

e Definition: To get to the main point or important part of something without wasting time.
e Example sentences:
= "Let's cut to the chase and discuss the key issues we need to address.’



= "Instead of beating around the bush, the manager decided to cut to the chase and address
the problem directly."

Turn a blind eye

e Definition: To ignore or pretend not to notice something, especially something that should be
addressed.
e Example sentences:
= "The teacher chose to turn a blind eye to the student's cheating during the exam.”
= "Despite the warning signs, the company turned a blind eye to the unethical practices of its
employees."

Zero in on

e Definition: To focus attention or concentrate on something closely; to target or identify
precisely.
e Example sentences:
= "The detective was able to zero in on the suspect's location using advanced surveillance
techniques.”
= "In the meeting, we need to zero in on the most critical issues affecting our project's
progress."

Jump ship

e Definition: To leave a situation, group, or organization, especially when it is in trouble or not
providing benefits.
e Example sentences:
= "Many employees chose to jump ship when they realized the company was facing
financial difficulties."
= "The politician decided to jump ship and join a different party after disagreements with his
current colleagues."

Back to the drawing board

e Definition: To start over or go back to the beginning because the previous attempt or plan
failed or was unsuccessful.
e Example sentences:
= "The prototype didn't meet our expectations, so it's back to the drawing board for our
engineering team."
= "After the marketing campaign received negative feedback, the company had to go back to
the drawing board and come up with a new strategy."

Bite the bullet

e Definition: To endure a painful or difficult situation with courage and determination.
e [Fxample sentences:
= "Despite the risks, she decided to bite the bullet and undergo the surgery."
= "With layoffs looming, the employees knew they had to bite the bullet and accept the
changes to keep their jobs."



Out of the woods

e Definition: To be free from danger or difficulty; to have overcome a challenging situation.
e Example sentences:
= "Thanks to the timely intervention of the firefighters, we were finally out of the woods and
safe from the wildfire."
= "Although the project faced many obstacles, we're now out of the woods and nearing
completion.”

Fill in the blanks with the correct idiom:

1.

Several employees decidedto___ when they learned about the company's upcoming
layoffs.

Facing budget cuts, the department had to and find ways to operate more
efficiently.

In business negotiations, it's best to and discuss the terms directly rather than
wasting time on small talk.

After months of uncertainty, the company is finally and experiencing steady growth.

After the product launch failed to attract customers, the marketing team had to go
and rethink their advertising strategy.

Thedetective___ the suspect's alibi and found inconsistencies in his story.
Themanager_______to his assistant's frequent tardiness because he valued her
productivity.

Conversation Questions:

a s wbd =

When do you find it most helpful to cut to the chase in conversations or meetings?

Have you ever had to turn a blind eye to someone's behavior? What was the situation?

When faced with multiple tasks, how do you prioritize and zero in on the most critical ones?
What factors would make you consider jumping ship from a company or organization?

Can you recall a time when a project didn't go as planned, and you had to go back to the drawing
board?

When was the last time you had to bite the bullet and make a tough decision? How did it turn
out?

Can you describe a difficult situation you've faced where you eventually came out of the woods?

Listen to the audio and fill in the blanks with the correct idioms:

Sarah- Good morning, team. | appreciate you all being here for this crucial discussion on cyber
security. Let's and dive right in.




As you know, the threat landscape is constantly evolving. We can't afford to to
potential risks. It's time for us to the vulnerabilities and address them head-on.

We've been doing well, but the recent increase in cyber attacks means we can't be complacent. Some
companies might choose to when facing these challenges, but not us. It's time to
strengthen our defenses.

Our current security measures have served us well, but we recently identified a potential weakness.
So, it's . We need to rethink and enhance our strategies.

| know this might seem daunting, but it's time to . We'll face these challenges head-on
and come out stronger on the other side. It's an opportunity for growth and improvement.

Now, | want to share some positive news. Thanks to our proactive measures, we're already
on several potential threats. However, we can't afford complacency. Cybersecurity is
an ongoing process, and we need to stay vigilant.

Thank you for your attention and commitment to our cyber security efforts. Let's continue to work
together to ensure the safety and integrity of our systems. If anyone has suggestions or concerns, my
door is always open.



